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A Wave of Memories Washing
Away
Kayla Katz

Parakiter soars above the ocean in Monterey Bay, California
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We all have at least one memory at the beach, whether it be with
our family, friends or even by ourselves. We can remember the smell
of the ocean breeze, the first step onto sand as we slowly sink into it,
and the children running around making sand castles. Most people
can remember these memories, for some of us they’re even our best
memories. The environment has been changing rapidly, especially
in recent years. If these changes continue to occur our beaches will
disappear, family dynamics and memories will change, and there’ll
be economic struggles that follow.
In “Estimating the Potential Economic Impacts of Climate Change
on Southern California Beaches”, by Linwood Pendleton, he talks
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about how beach dynamics are currently being changed and affected due to the environmental issues leading to climate and worldly
changes. With the current environmental shifts also causing our waters to change, the ocean has had some of the most major changes.
With the oceans temperatures, tides and even pH rising, the aquatic
organisms and even beaches are being affected. The biggest part
about all of this is how it affects the actual beaches. The main
effect would be the beaches becoming more narrow and eventually
disappearing. It’s like an hourglass, with all of the sand slowly disappearing.
It’s not just beaches and sea water being drastically altered due
to all of the environmental changes, it’s also affecting all types of
water, including the most important, drinking water. According to
an Oxford Academic article the amount of usable, drinkable, clean
water decreases more and more every single year. It’s the worst in
areas already dealing with water shortages ,“90 percent of the infectious diseases in developing countries are transmitted from polluted
water” (Pimental, 2004).
The main importance out of all of this to me is the change in
family dynamics that will occur with not enough resources to water
and all of the lost beach memories that will occur. As families
struggle to have enough of the basic necessities like water, going on
trips to the beach and making all those memories won’t be on their
mind as much. There’ll be bigger issues to solve and the memories
that are even more important that some may realize will be pushed
back and forgotten about. In James Huston’s research, he found that
over 180 million Americans visit the beaches over 2 billion times
a year. That’s billions of memories being formed. Now imagine
future generations or even our kids not being able to go to the beach
and make those same amazing memories with their own families or
friends. This may sound far fetched but entire family dynamics,
friendships, memories and bonding times could change. On holiday
weekends they won’t be planning beach trips anymore, because there
are no beaches left to go to and enjoy.
On my first photo adventure to take beach pictures, I ran into
a bunch of people parakiting along the beach. I stopped and had
a conversation with one of them. He told me all about how he’s
gone to what feels like hundreds of different beaches, and traveled
all over the world, parakiting in as many places as possible, and even
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across the Mediterranean Sea. I asked him if there was a reason for
what he decided to do. His reasoning was that he and his friends
when they were younger used to see people parakiting and thought
one day, once they’re old enough they would like to do the same.
Now that he is old enough he’s chosen to “circle my life around it”.
Without these beach memories, he never would’ve had such large
impactful moments that created him into the person he is today.
With the beaches changing so much as earlier talked about though,
they may not be able to continue this for too much longer. These
issues have seeped into our homes as well, our safe places. According to the US National Library of Medicine National Institutes of
Health, in more recent years with temperature increases, changes in
humidity, wind changes, etc, our homes are starting to show some
of the struggles as well. Not just by getting more worn down, but
by actually growing dangerous molds and fungi due to the changes
in our environment. It can be deadly even. It’s not just affecting
houses near the beaches either, it’s affecting homes in all sorts of different locations, all around the world. Our home is the place where
we are supposed to feel most safe , where we make the most family
bonding moments and memories.
In “New Study Shows Beaches Are a Key Driver of U.S. Economy” by James Houston, he also talked about how if these beaches
disappear and these billions of beach trips are no longer made our
economy can completely crumble. “It’s estimated that U.S. beaches
contribute more than 320 billion dollars annually to the national
economy” (Houston, 2008). This would have a widespread variation in the effects on all kinds of different people around the world.
These economic struggles would turn into family struggles as well.
Families would be more focused on providing the physical necessities
and forget about the beloved memories that also need to be made.
It’s not an easy fix to just halt all the altercations that are occurring to beaches, our homes and even our economy. The main
way to make a serious, lawful change is by making new policies and
laws or adding onto the current ones. For example the clean air act,
focuses on air pollution but looks more at the pollution coming from
large companies and businesses. All the small amounts of pollution
individual people add into our world can add up with the billions
of people alive. The issue with this is that it requires governmental
action, which according to Angela Spivey, a lawyer specializing in
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legally protecting people from anything substances that could be
causing health issues , is that there are already policies and laws in
place which should be helping to change the way our environment is
being treated, but they only focus on one aspect of the environmental issues instead of all of them as a whole. It’s not necessarily the
government’s fault that there isn’t more action being taken, many of
the governmental plans and actions already in place are politically
controversial, so imagine adding on even more controversial issues.
In reality it’s not up to the government to try and fix everything
going on, It’s up to each one of us, , each of our groups, communities, and families, to make the difference, since many of the issues
are coming from human activity. We need to work together and
put our foot down so all of us and our future generations can have
the same chance to make the amazing memories we were given the
chance to make.
Our world is a beautiful place which allows us to form our families, make amazing memories and create new family and friend dynamics. We need to stop putting the blame on other things and
people though, because we’re the only ones that can make a real
change.
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